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For most of the Church calendar, our first readings come from 

the Old Testament, which is intentional since our Christian religion has 
its roots in the people of Israel and the Jewish faith. During the Easter 
Season, however, the first readings come from the New Testament 
book of the Acts of the Apostles, since that book recounts the 
beginnings of the Church in the years immediately following the 
resurrection. The Acts of the Apostles is such an insightful book for 
Christians that Pope Francis calls it the preeminent and most important 
writing on the Church, even more important than any theology book 
ever written about the Church throughout the centuries. For him, it 
serves as a model for what the Church should be, especially for our 
present time as he asks for ‘a synodal church,’ or a church that ‘walks 
together.’ 

 
Not unlike our own times, in today’s First Reading from the Acts 

of the Apostles Chapter 15, we heard about a major issue in the early 
Church that caused much dissension and debate. The issue was so 
severe that the community had to send Paul, Barnabas, and a few other 
representatives to the Apostles and elders in Jerusalem to help resolve 
the issue. As we know, our Church communities today are deeply 
divided over a few major issues as well. How do we maintain unity in 
the face of such disagreement? What process do we follow? Who are 
the elders and Apostles we can take our concerns to? 

 



Unfortunately, for the sake of space, our first reading today 
skipped over verses 3-21. In those missing verses, we are told about 
the actual process of how the early Church reached a resolution. I want 
to recount those missing verses and relate them to the Church today. 

o First, verse 3 starts by telling us that the local church 
community experiencing division sent representatives off on 
their journey. This shows us that they didn’t go as individuals 
with their own opinions, but as true representatives in the 
name of the whole community. The same should be true for 
the Church today. We are not individuals campaigning for our 
own agendas, but a community sent out on a journey seeking 
the common good with each other.  

o Verse 3 also tells us that on their journey, the representatives 
stopped at different towns along the way in order to share 
their joyful stories about the Gentiles converting to the faith. 
This verse reminds us of the importance of taking the time to 
stop and joyfully share our stories and experiences with others.  

o In verse 4, after they reached their destination of Jerusalem, it 
says that they were welcomed by the Apostles and elders. Our 
bishops and elders today should have the same disposition of 
welcome.  

o Then, verse 5 tells us that of some of the religious authorities 
immediately gave them the text book answer before the 
dialogue even began. Sadly, sometimes in our own times it is 
the religious ones who pretend to already have all the answers.  

o Verses 6-21 note that a long debate followed, how Peter and 
James both gave witness talks, and how the whole assembly 
observed silence and listened to each other. This is the heart of 
the synodal process that we are called to imitate today. We 
are to observe silence and truly listen to each other.  



o In the end, as picked back up with verse 22 in our reading, with 
the assistance of the Holy Spirit, the assembly in Jerusalem 
reached a resolution. The resolution was then publicized back 
to the community in person through Judas and Silas. 
 

Commenting on this whole event, Pope Francis summaries it by 
saying, “respect was shown for the sensibilities of all and excesses were 
tempered… indeed, the final ‘document’ presents the Spirit as the 
protagonist in the process of decision-making and reflects the wisdom 
that he is always capable of inspiring.” (Speech to the Diocese of Rome, 
September 2021) 

 
As we move forward with Pope Francis’ vision of the Church for 

the 3rd millennium as a synodal church modeled off of the Acts of the 
Apostles, let us place more trust in the Holy Spirit. After all, according 
to Jesus himself in today’s Gospel, it is the Spirit who will teach us 
everything. 


